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  12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.  13 I know
where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name.
You did not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of  Antipas,  my
faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 
14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who
hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin
so  that  they  ate  food  sacrificed  to  idols and  committed  sexual  immorality. 
15 Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth.  17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the
hidden  manna. I  will  also  give  that  person  a  white  stone  with  a  new
name written on it, known only to the one who receives it. 

I.  THE PLACE:

A. The ancient  city  of  Permagos  (also  interchangeably called  Pergamum) is  today a
village called Bergama, which is the Turkish form of the word Pergamos. In its very
early days it was said to be a beautiful city supposedly founded and built by ta son of
Hercules on a lofty hill in the broad and fertile plain of the Caicus Valley, fifteen
miles inland from the Aegean Sea. 
 It came to fame under the rule of Lysimachus, one of the most powerful generals

under Alexander the Great. He actually owned the city.
 It became the capital city under the Attalid kings, the empire that eventually ruled

what was most of Asia Minor.
 Attalis III willed the entire city to the Roman Empire at his death.

B. The  Attalid  kings,  along  with  merchants  and  princes,  increasingly  beautified  the
metropolis through the centuries. 
 They loved art and wisdom and all things pertaining to sculpture, painting, and

architecture.
 They built in Pergamos one of the most famous libraries in all the old Bible lands.
 It is said to have housed 200,000 books that Antony gave to Cleopatra – quite a

number when you consider that every book was hand written and hand copied.
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 Most of the books were written on papyrus—which was manufactured from the
pith of a bulrush which grew exclusively on the banks of the Nile River.

C. Eumenes was the king of Pergamos and was so taken by the vastness and style of the
library that he attempted to bribe the librarian named Aristophanes from the personal
library of Alexander the Great in Alexandria/Egypt to come to Pergamos.  
 This infuriated Ptolemy, ruler of the southern kingdom so much that he withdrew

access to papyrus from the Pergamum library.
 It was this withdrawal that gave life to the production of parchment from the skins

of animals.  This new material became so popular that it actually named after the
city: he perfamene charta or, “the parchment sheet” (το φύλλο περγαμηνή).  This
writing surface is what we colloquially call “sheep skin.” 

 The Library was dismantled and a duplicate built in Berlin by the Germans under
the  direction  of  Herr  Humann  prior  to  the  First  World  War.   It  is  genuinely
splendid but  pales in  significance to  the library in it  day in  Pergamum.  It  is
known as the Pergamon Museum.

II. THE PROBLEMS:

A.  These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.  13 I know
where you live—where Satan has his throne.

a) See  Hebrews 4: 12-13 as the writer describes the  word as a  “two edged
sword.” Consider what the two-edged sword can do.

b) “You live where Satan has his throne:  What does this mean?
i. There were four great temples in  this  city – each dedicated to  a

Greek/ Roman God.  The Christians in the city of Pergamum lived
in the middle of them. They were totally surrounded by idolatry. 

1. The temple of Zeus (the Latin name for him was Jupiter).
He was the head of all of the Gods in Greece and Rome.

2. To Dionysius (the Latin name was Baccus) He was the God
of wine and drama.

3. Athena  (Latin  name  was  Minerva)  She  was  the  god  of
wisdom in art and in war.

4. Aesculapius – He was the God of healing.  His temple has a
medical  ward  and  was  also  the  seat  of  the  medical
university.  His emblem was a serpent.  In the courts of his
temple,  harmless serpents were allowed to crawl over  the
sleeping body of patients and they are said to have received
healing.

The  mention  of  Satan’s  thrones  could  very  easily  have  been  the
characterization of all these temples in which idolatry was practiced. 
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c) Pergamum was also the home of one of the man made Seven Wonders
of the World – the statue of Zeus and its accompanying altar.

i. On a ledge, jutting out from the Acropolis, was built the most ornate
and the largest altar in the world.  It was ninety feet square and forty
feet high, and around its base was some of the most ornate sculpture
work in all the known world.  It looked like a throne, but was used
for sacrifices to Zeus by all the people.

ii. This could have been “Satan’s seat.”

d) “Satan’s Seat” could have referred to something as simple as the worship
of the Roman Caesars by all the people.  Like Smyrna, Pergamos was the
head of a district that enforced Caesar-worship. 

 
e) It may have been that coercive idolatry that the Lord referenced as

“Satan’s throne.”

B. “Yet  you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not
even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city
—where Satan lives.”

a) Even though you lived in the midst of all this sin and all this idolatry, you
remain (not remained)  true to my name and you did not renounce your
faith.

b) This is a great compliment for the Christians – that in spite of the pressure
that  they  feel  from  their  surroundings,  their  friends,  and  even  the
government, that they remain faithful to the name of the Lord.

c) He speaks of Antipas who was one of the early Christian martyrs.  He was
called “God’s famous martyr because he would not yield to the government
who demanded that he recant his faith.

d) He was brutally murdered. 

C.  Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who
hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak  to entice the Israelites to sin
so  that  they  ate  food  sacrificed  to  idols and  committed  sexual  immortality.
Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

a) What are the teachings of Balaam?
The doctrine of Balaam is the teaching and counsel of a shrewd sage.  He
was hired by Balak (the King of Moab) to curse Israel.  He could not curse
Israel because the Lord would not allow it,  so he did something much
worse.  He created a situation by which Israel would curse itself.

Balaam hired Moabite women – infamous, sensuous prostitutes to corrupt
the Hebrew men.  This they did with great success.  Sins of the flesh were
so common among the Greeks and Romans that it was the easiest of all
traps for the Israelites.  They fell in – large!
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It is interesting that in the Greco-Roman world that, in spite of all their
magnificent philosophy and ethics and their achievements in every realm
of art, science, and literature, they looked upon prostitution as a needful
and acceptable with of life. They saw nothing wrong in fornication.

Demosthenes said:  We have prostitutes for the sale of pleasure.  We have
concubines  for  the  sake of  daily  cohabitation.   We have  wives  for  the
purpose of having children legitimately and to have a faithful guardian of
our households.

Cicero  said: “If  there  is  anyone who says  that  young men should  be
absolutely forbidden to love a prostitute, he is extremely severe.  He is at
variance, not only with the license of what our age allows, but also with
the costume and concessions of our ancestors.” 

Hedonism  was  the  end  product  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitans.
“Nicolaitian” is a combination of two Greek words: NIKE (νίκη) which
means  victory  and  “laos”  which  means  person.  (πρόσωπο).  What  is  a
greater statement of “victory over and individual” than to force them into
illicit sex.  That was the doctrine of Nicolatian. It also included polygamy.
(again,  two  Greek  words:  Poly  =  many,  gamos  =  marriage  or  many
marriages.

So  basically,  Jesus  is  condemning  lust,  adultery,  fornication  and  the
lascivious lifestyle that so typified the Roman culture.  But he says to the
Christians that some of them were playing with the fire of Balaam and that
of the Nicolaitans.

b) There was the issue of eating meat that was offered in sacrifice to idols.
This is the same problem that existed in Rome (Romans 14), and in Corinth
(I Corinthians 8).

c) It is important to remember that the Bible teaches us in three was:
i. Commands (thou shalt not)
ii. Examples (Acts 20:7)
iii. Principle (I Corinthians 8)

D.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the

one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give
that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the
one who receives it. 

III. THE REWARD FOR THE EFFORT
a. Hidden Manna:  Psalm 78 calls manna: “angel’s food and the corn of heaven.”

In Exodus 16:4 it is called” bread of heaven”  
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b. When manna came down from heaven it was gathered and placed in a golden

bowl, and laid on the Ark of the Covenant before the Lord, hidden by a veil.
c. This was called, in custom, hidden manna and was used for food for the people

after it was blessed by the High Priest  each day. (“Give us this day our daily
bread”)

d. Jesus is saying: “Stop eating food offered to idols and I will feed you so that you

will not hunger with hidden manna.”

e. “A white Stone” is believed to represent the acquittal of the Christians by God

from their sin and guilt. (remember the custom of voting with black and white
pebbles)

f. You will get a white stone with a “new name” written on it that only the saved

know.
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